259 Scott Street
Fort Frances, ON P9A 1G8
807 274-7891
Fax: 807 274-4103 - A At R
www . fort-frances.com/museum sge@dort-frances.com FORT FRANCES MUSEUM

January 2012

In February, as a salute to family history month,are featuring two exhibits that
honour our founding families.

The Museum is proud to partner with our local Utian Literary Society in
order to bring you th&krainian Connection featuring the contribution of the
Ukrainian community to our area.

In addition, a number of local residents will batfeing their family stories i@ur Founding Families As any-
one with an interest in genealogy will tell you... ilghon a personal quest to locate one’s ancestassyery
common to amass a great deal of information. Sadbé&s may be only of interest to you, but theremsch that
is worth sharing. On that note, each will undertddeetask of organizing their material and creatirdjsplay of
how their family histories have developed.

Why did an ancestor leave a cherished homeland?didhthey choose Canada and specifically the RRingr
District as a final destination? What challenges ttiey face coming here, was employment readilylave
and why did they feel it worthwhile staying to makéome? It will be interesting to see how theyarshese
and other questions.

Be sure to check this out. As many of us have dorethat have been in this region for several gdimms, it
will be interesting to see where we may be linkedugh marriage. I'm guessing there will be a fempsises!

A Contest— for Family Heritage Day!

To coincide with our February holiday: Family Hage Day on February 20th, the Museum is runningnéest
geared to families and local history. Do you hayadicularly interesting family photo or heirloorti®es, sub-
mit it along with a paragraph or two explaining gignificance of the photo/heirloom or the storyioe it. A

panel of judges will view submissions and pick gm®tograph and one heirloom that they feel is paldily

unique or interesting. There will be prizes: $50drize and $25 2nd prize in each category. Theesbiis open
to families within our district. The Museum willest accepting submissions Feb 1 and the contelstindle Sat,
Feb 18. Contact information should be on the bad& sr bottom of the item, and on the back of ttweys

There is no limit to the number of items each fgroén submit. Judging will follow and winners annoed.

In May and June, we will be presentigudeville in Canada, Voices of the Towwhich will be on loan from
the Peterborough Museum & Archives.

Have you heard? Apparently that shipment of bogegwvhiskey wasn't lost at all, but simply wentaadt
Keep your ears tuned for something special!




Off Season Hours

Tuesday through Saturday,
11a.m.to 4 p.m.

We are trying something ne

Although we will continue to
charge fees in the summer
when the price includes ad-
mission to our heritage sites,
during the off season there
will now be a free will offer-
ing collected.

This means, if you have five

minutes left on your lunch hour,
or time to kill while waiting for a
spouse to finish up shopping, yo

can drop by and check out what|s

new. If you like what you see,
you can stop by again when you
have more time.

Feel free to peruse our history
library. The old Mandonians are
always a hit with those who
worked for the mill or in the log-

ging industry. Photos of past et

ployees are on every page.

If it has been awhile since the
last time you visited the Mu-
seum, please stop in. Our mode
facility is another great reason tg
be proud of where we live.

...and please don't let the stairs
prevent you from enjoying it!

We have a ground-floor entrance
and an elevator that services bofh

floors. Park in the back and ring
the bell. Staff will be happy to
welcome you in!

The off-season runs from the
Labour Day weekend until the
Victoria Day weekend.

It's your museum.
Be sure to enjoy it.

Friends of the Museum

Ut you would like to get involved, meetings aredetonthly at the Mu-
seum. Next meeting is Wed Feb 1 at 4:30.

For anyone who cannot commit to regularly schedunledtings, we can
always use your help in other ways...
Donating to bake sales.
Assisting with children’s activities. March breakdoming up. We
can always use an extra hand with crafts or semgfrgshments.
Volunteering your expertise.That’s right! Your expertise!

Do you consider yourself fairly knowledgeable imsofield? Whether
through job experience, heritage, or simply ountdrest, have you
gained a certain expertise in one field or anotlfey@s, the Museum
wants you!

N Time and again, we receive requests for informadioany number of
subjects. For example: someone may be interestibe ifoley mine,
who was on the first town council, or railroad bist Because of staff
limitations, we cannot always give these requéstgiime they deserve.
What | would like to do is create a list of peopleo can help. When re-
guests come in, | can call or send an email outdividuals on my list
for that subject. Whoever is able to help will gatk to me and we can
arrange a time when it will be suitable for thendtothe research. It may
be that we'll have a group of people working orl tidtory, or perhaps
early businesses in Fort Frances. The person méakeigitial request
will be happy getting what they wanted, and oueagshers will be
spending some time at something they enjoy.

What is your area of expertise? We all have somgttiiat has fasci-
nated us through our lives, something at which evbecome quite
knowledgeable. Share your experience with your camty. It may be
only an afternoon a month, or an hour here ancethert your help will
be well appreciated.




What Hooks You Here

Our Community Arts & Heritage Education Project tiones to un-
fold. One section is nearing completion thanks baadful of dedi-
cated hookers!

Rug-hooking enthusiasts, Judy Kielczewski & Delikedlard, lead the group and are always happy tootkem
strate to newcomers just how easy it is to pudva ioops. The four-panel initiative, one paneldach season,
is available at the library, where rug-hookers @& old can drop by and work on it when they hawe t

The project also cycled through several high schlasses in Novem-
ber. Art teacher, Tracy Treflin, arranged for herstudents to try out
hooking and add their touch to the community projébree classes
participated, including the Best Buddies progragsuiting in over 40
students contributing to the work.

Rug-hooking, a heritage craft, was a way for oonpers to use up bits

of cloth and wool while making something usefule$a creations of-
ten developed into

family heirlooms.

For more informa-
tion on bringing the
project into your
classroom or social
group, please call
the Museum, 274-




A Recent Donation to the Museum...
the Canadian Bill of Rights
as it was presented by Prime Minister DiefenbakeiJames A. Fontana

The Story Behind the Artifact...

While working in Ottawa many years ago (prior toilarstrious career in law), James Fontana Wa_sdibyea
colleague of the Prime Minister if he would runearand for the Prime Minister. Apparently the R.lg’minour-
able John George Diefenbaker, prime minister ofa@arfrom 1957 to 1963, had a weakness for ice cream
Happy to oblige, Mr. Fontana supplied the trealivdeng the ice cream personally.

Prime Minister Diefenbaker remembered the Fontamaenfrom his own years as a Iquer i_n Sas_katcheo\an.
a token of his regard, he later presented Jamasuk@mwith a copy of the Canadian Bill of Rights,iethhad
been proclaimed in 1960 and autographed when gexsém Fontana in 1972.

The framed document hung in Mr. Fontana’s Ottaviigeountil 1984 when he was appointed to the Oatari
Court of Justice, and brought to Fort Frances #820

We thank James Fontana for thinking of the Musedmanrooking for a home for this souvenir of a motoes
part of Canadian history. A great artifact to shaith the public.
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Our Community Partners

There was a time in the Town’s not-so-distant pdstn community groups thrived. Most families hatheone
who attended regular meetings and participatedimnaunity functions. That is no longer the case.aypdboth
parents work and family commitments take up th& bfileisure time.

In today’s climate — and our economy plays a sigaift role here — community groups, clubs and otiner
ganizations like the Museum are struggling to stevOne must be continually proactive about comipgvith
new and innovative ways of defining our roles arekting our obligations.

One of the things we can do is form partnershigh wiher community groups. The thinking is simiiar..
“You scratch my back and I'll scratch yours.”

With that in mind, the Museum has formed two impottpartnerships: one with the newly formed RainyeR
Arts Collective and the other with the Sunset Coulétis. By working together on community initiadis, we
can bring our various backgrounds, strengths, aledts to the table. Functions and events thatoNaborate
on and support have a better chance of being efdst to a wider audience and ultimately seeingessc

Events that we are currently supporting are:

- TheWinter Sculpture Gardenthe Rainy River Arts Collective snow sculpturejpct. This is a great out-
door event in which people of any age can partieip@ great thing to do as a family, group or bas#)
whether actively participating in the contest,ustjgetting out to view what others have createaplida-
tions are available at the Times office, the Musgkime Line Art Gallery and online at the RRAC witbs
Deadline to apply is Feb 4. There is a $25 enteytéehelp cover related costs.

Heart of the ArtsBenefit Concert, Auction, Art Exhibition & Marked collaboration by the Rainy River
Arts Collective (RRAC) and the Sunset Country Métisrun Feb 16th at the Townshend Theatre.

Both events are new for Fort Frances and worthsupport. A little something to warm our winter hsar

Calendar of Events

Feb - Apr:The Ukrainian Connectionone culture’s influence on our community & area. ¥
Feb - Apr:Our Founding Families researching ancestors & telling the family story. e A
Feb 1 - 18: Family Heritage Day Contest - see dage o
Early FebruaryWinter Sculpture Gardeavent at various locations around town.

Feb 16thHeart of the ArtsBenefit Concert, Auction, Art Exhibition & Markedt the Townshend Theatre.
March break: daily children’s activities, themefigeting our March exhibits.

Late March:Pysankatraditional Ukrainian egg decorating.

May & June:Vaudeville in Canada, Voices of the Towrtouring exhibition.

Wednesday afternoons at the Libratyhat Hooks You Hereour CAHEP rug-hooking project - ongoing!
1st Wed each month, 4:3Briends of the Museummonthly meeting.

1st Thurs each month, 2:0B8enealogy Groupmonthly meeting.

2nd Wed each month , 6:30/riters Group monthlymeeting.

Meetings are on the main floor of the Museum,
and are open to the public.




Our Volunteers

During this past quarter, the Museum was assisteate
following people who volunteered their time to helgt in
in a number of ways, including: tracking obituaréesl
helping with research, baking goodies & servingast-
ment, assisting with children’s activities, shoiejlsnow,
leading our community rug-hooking project, orgamigour
files and storage areas, and simply being supgortiv

Maxine Hayes, Hailey George, Dana & Danielle Cmndla
Dana Cain, Judith Johanson, Joyce Schulz, JanigeHileg,
. Sandra Tibbs, Pat Bassaraba, Caitlin Fletcher,ddat&an

% T Walleghem, Chad Van Walleghem, Barb Marr, Crystal

( - . George, Shirley Whitefield, Bev Noga, Gary Kielcziy
Mike Tulio, Judy Kielczewski, Deb Ballard, Veroni€a

Rod Davisand our very dedicated Friends of the Museum greafthank you! | sincerely appreciate every one

of you!

In addition, we are grateful to the following bussises who made donations for Museum events: Bettyert
Frances, Canada Safeway, and Mark Nagant of Sikem Restaurant (Curling Club).

Fort Frances Museum & Cultural Centre
Annual Membership Application

Please print In the past year the Museum and “Friends of th
Museum” have received donations from:
Name:
Patron
Address: Allan & Loneta Robertson
Writer's Group
The Stamp Club
Postal Code: Phone: Sustaining
Edna Marsh
Email:
Anyone on our email listing will receive our qualyenewsletter. Benefactor
Ukrainian Literary Society
New Membership Renewal United Native Friendship Centre
Anonymous Donor
Individual $25 Family $40

> Money collected from memberships & donatiorfs
Patron $100 - $249 Sustalr"ng $250 - $499 he|p fund Speciaj purchasesl

Sponsor $500 - $999 Benefactor $1000 or more
Donations received in the past year were use(

Cash or cheque payable to Fort Frances Museum. to buy an exhibit case, museum software
and a stove that will be used for children’s
Note: Anyone donating $100 or more will receive an programming and special events.

income tax receipt and complimentary membership. Thank you!




